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Err lovers of Americana, a visit to Pokety, the Maryland eastern shore
estate of the late Colonel Edgar William and Bernice Chrysler Gar-
bisch, was an unexeelled experience, The Garbisches’ interest in Amer-
icana began when Mrs. Garbisch received Pokety as a wift from her
father, Walter P. Chrysler, who used the property as a hunting lodge.
The Garbisches completely remodeled the house along 18th-Century
lines and decided to buy a few examples of American folk paintings to
enliven the interiors. Those purchases led to a collection of some of
the finest examples of American furniture, glass, Chinese Export poree-
lain, and one of the best collections of naive painting ever assembled.
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The Grreat Hall {above) confaing smoidly Chippen-
dale-glyple furntture, meluding the N ot tardi-
iz dloek in the corner and Lhe ror .':.'...-.I.-.._-.--.|'-
shedl corvod knoehole diesl, also from Newpor? and
possitdy made by Edmund Townsend (opposite
eenter right), Pard af the Garbisches” erceptional
collection af mimtature and children’s furniture
gtands in oo unndow of the Gread Hall [opposito
cenler leftl Ar lef?, g porfrad of the Garbisck fem-
iy pointed by John Kool on 1055, Opposite below,
The Burnigh Sisters by Williem Matihew Prior
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For the Garbisches, collecting was a joy, They selectsd
every piece themselves, buving only wha truly

ed in every category. At Pokety, their Tavorite najve
paintings formed a backdrop for American furniture,
while their New York City apartment waz filled with the
hist .ar.li-:iu-. Frepeh Tornitore s fln]lr' gionist and
modern paintings. But it was in the field o vir palint

inges that the Garbische llectors,

arl. Cheer the vea trated their generosity
by lending and donating many paintings to museums; the
remainder of their naive paint wEre given Lo e
ums alter their deaths. All the furniture, pottery, por-
celain, and other folk art, however, was avctioned off
Iaat May by Satheby Parke Bernet in o 339 million sale,
the largest on-premises auction ever held in America




A Federal mahogany three-pedestal
table, swrrounded by Philadelphia
Chippendale chairs, stands in the
center of the dining room at Pokety
(below and opposite above). The ta-
ble is set with “Lotus" pattern Chi-
nese Erport plates, On the table and
at right are evamples from the Gar-
bisches' eollection of 18th-Century
Duteh delft animals and figures,
The over-mantel painting (opposite
above), Horizon of the New World,
was patnted o, 18235 All the other
paintings in this room, including
Fruit and Goldfinch (opposite be-
low) by Wagguno, are still lifes.
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"H,rm."-l'.'.'.lg'.r" primebives e the Crun Room {left) inefude Sparis-
man's Dream by CF. Sentor over the mantel, and The Cat tio ifs
Figght. The drmpery fabrie heve, ox well oz moich of the fobrie and
r.'-'-'rh'l.'-é'i-'lr.u.l."r.l" g Theouglonet Lhe houee, 190ne rll.r-'rll.ll'u d by Mg {far-

hisck from antique desigms, The collection of American Wown

plazs bottles and historical Aoaks (below) features a number of

rare meces. Above, the portraif of Joshue Lomb, peinfed by
Abram K Stanley. The rare bamboo-turned and painfed Windzor
gide chairy (below) are from carly 19th-Conbury Netwe England.
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The pool house (opposite), fur-
nished with 18th-Century country
pieces, confainsg a William and
Mary gateley table surrounded by
Windsor and William and Mary
chairs. Particularly interesting fur-
nishings in this room are the Wind-
sor child s armehair and “Shoo Fly"
chair (above). Bedroom (below) is
decorated in a Country style, with
reproduction fobrics. The Peace-
able Kingdom (above left) is one of
seven Edward Hicks works that
hung in Col. Garbiseh's office.




sitora to Pokety would he reminded of a sel
cient 18th-Century Marviand estate. Th
property includes—besides the 20-room Georpian-
kennela o )t
was used a5 3 guest house and summer sitling room,

i ani 1hi ||-r-I :'||-||-;|_- I

A distinct contrast to the more formal main house,

this building is furnished as a country gentleman’s

home, Here, the works of anonymous country joiners

are displayed with all the appropriate rustic eeafts
i:l:ll s & i

i, o puest bedrooms, such as the one

s0 decorated in a Country

iere Mre. Garbisch hung the children's
portraits, theorems, and needlework she [avored.




